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1» - 1 -n forcing the Polish Government to appoint a Russian marshal 

as Commander- 5 n-Chlef of the Polish “rmed Forces and ilinis- 
ter of National Defense, the Politburo has takes* a step of 
quite unusual temerity, One of the Kremlin’s guiding prin- 
ciples in governing its satellites has been to maintain 
the appearance of home rule. No Russian marshal or high 
official has heretofore been shifted from a high administra- 
tive or military post in the Soviet ^nion to one in a satel- 
lite country. Though ROKOSSOVSKY is of Polish descent, 
he is thoroughly Russianized, and is considered no more 
of a Pole than TUKHACHEVSKI » DSRRZJIIIiSKI OR VYSIIIilSKI. 

2. Under ordinary circumstances, military reasons would not 

have brought about an appointment which will recall Czariat 
governor generals who ruled with a mailed fist. Poland 
was ruled by obedient servants of the ^ominform like 
President BIERUT, so that any measures conflicting with the 
policy of the ^remlin could be, and were, suppressed imme© 
diately. The Polish Amy was under especially strict con- 
trol, with il ussian officers in all key positions. The 
Polish ■ H ir Force, the wartime Soviet 6th "ir Army,' was com- 
manded by Soviet Colonel General POLYNIN until 1947, and 
la now under General ROilAYKO, a former ^oviet air" division 
commander. Poland is surrounded by u. U g 3 i an troops. Any 
insubordination would have been suicidal, and would havs 
bean crushed by ROKOSSOVSKY ’ s headquarters (Liegnitz in 
Silesia). 


5. The Politburo must also be fully aware that it has dealt 

a hard blow to Polish national pride, an outstanding Polish 
characteristic. A measure which might be tolerated in 
Czechoslovakia or Rumania will be Intolerable to Poland, 
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fact that it i3 ROKOSSOVSKY who Rill bo their boas., He 
i3 identified with the betrayal of the WARSAW insurrection, 
since he commanded the Soviet 2nd Belorussian i'roni which 
halted at PRAOA, just across the Vistula Riv-r from WARSAW, 
until the Polish insur ’.rents surrendered to the Germans. 

The books of the Polish General ANDERS and former Premier 
.iXhOLAd Chih seethgwith hate and rage at their betrayal by 
the Soviet Amy. 

4o It may be concluded that reasons of paramount importance 
must have impelled the Soviet Government to an action 
which can have very serious consequences. 


-II- 

5. The appointment of ROKOSSOVSKY is a preventive measure against 
further spread of National Communism ("Titolsm'* ) in Poland. 
Weight is added to this conclusion by the recent appointment 
of Marshal ROKOSSOVSKY as full member of the Polish Polit- 
buro. MOSCOW was determined to avoid a repetition of the 
BELGRADE debacle. Next to the Yugcdavs, the Poles are the 
proudest and moat nationalist minded of the satel lites of 
MOSCOW. Nationalist tendencies in Poland had previously to 
be suppressed several times: Vice Premier OOMU LKA and his 
followers had to be roraoved, and three under-secretaries 
of state wore forced to resign a few weeks aro. Even 
Marshal ZYMIERSKI, ROKOSSOVSKY 5 s predecessor,' seems to have 
been recalcitrant. According to a REUTER telegram he 
opposed a proposal of the Russian High Comaana to train 
Polish troops for service with the Greek guerillas. it is 
almost certain, therefore, that the Soviet Government 
wanted to avoid any risk of another satellite mutiny and 
did so by appointing a Russian general, to command the Polish 
Army. 


6. Strategic considerations helped to bring about this appoint- 
ment. The Politburo may have considered it necessary to 
have direct and complete command of the Polish array. The 
indirect command through Soviet officers in advisory posi- 
tions, under Polish generals who possibly were not wholly 
reliable, may have been thought insufficient. This does 
not necessarily imply any intention to start a war in the 
near future. The general attitude of MOSCOW regarding war 
does not seem to have changed, and no offensive by the Red 
Array is likely during the next two years. 


7. 


Another consideration may have been that after evacuation 
of Germany by the Soviet Occupation forces, KLand will be- 
come the cornerstone of the satellite system in Eastern 
Europe. In the enant of evacuation of Germany, the Soviet 
Union would also withdraw her troops from Bland, since 
there would be no communications to Germany t© protect . It 
Is of the greatest importance, therefore, that the Polish 
Array^rema In an absolutely reliable weapon in the hands of 
the ^ remlin, since this army would have to put pressure 
on Eastern Germany in the event of any anti-MOSCOW develop- 
ments. Should Poland succeed In following TITO's example 
and rreo herself from MOSCOW * s domination, the immediate 
result would be the loss, not only of Eastern Germany, but 
of Czechoslovakia and probably Hungary. ROKOSSOVSKY 'a • 
appointment Is meant to insure MOSCOW'S rule over this 
part of Europe, 
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